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MR. WING read the following Paper ou

THE JUDICIOUS RESTORATION OF VILLAGE 
CHURCHES.

IN the present day mischief is frequently done by injudicious 
restoration of churches, and it would seem desirable to bring such 
cases, as they occur, under the notice of this and similar societies, 
that we may be stimulated to preventive service. Dr. Kaye, the 
late Bishop of Lincoln, in a charge to the clergy, remarked that 
our old ecclesiastical buildings supply a link not unimportant in 
the chain of occular corroborations of the truth of Christianity. 
Now, with what concern must a Christian man, feeling the force 
of this observation, regard the modernizing of our churches by 
pretended restorations until they lose the proofs (to say nothing 
of the charm) of their antiquity ? Two village churches have 
lately come under the notice of the writer of this Paper, the altered 
state of which suggests the necessity of efforts being made to 
render our society more efficient in interposing to secure these 
precious relics of bye-gone days against destruction and deteriora 
tion. One, indeed, has been so changed and dressed over, that 
in a century the evidence of its antiquity will be lost. As to 
the other, the incumbent^ a person of taste and considerable 
intelligence, undertook to restore it, but, he not possessing an 
acquaintance with church architecture, and having employed a 
builder who did not understand it, the result is bad. A tolerable 
effect has been produced in the interior, but the stone work is in 
part incorrect, and a monstrous mistake has been committed—that 
of flaying the outside. By this last operation the plane of the 
wall recedes from the strings and mouldings, and the building is 
made more perishable from the loss of its incrustation. This case, 
however, is worse in its consequences than in itself. A neigh 
bouring clergyman, who had occasion to restore his church, has 
adopted the worst errors of this example, and the effect has been 
the metamorphosis which we have mentioned,—the particulars of 
the process we will relate. As in the other instance, the un- 
instructed, natural taste of the incumbent, and the manual powers 
of an ignorant builder, are the only resources. A church almost 
as interesting as any small one, and a steeple as beautiful as any 
in Leicestershire, are operated upon. With much labour they 
effect the excoriation of spire and all. A moulding distinctive for 
date, being an approach to the cavetto, in a large window in the 
tower, offends the eye, so it is innovated upon by a rectangular 
cut, which takes the whole sweep. In the chancel a nondescript 
large priest's door is substituted for the old one. A superior oak 
roof, with richly carved bosses, instead of being restored is
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removed, and a plain deal one takes its place. A clumsy fellow 
makes short work of the glazing by taking off the inside of the 
cusps of the windows. A coping appears to have been devised 
as an improvement upon the flat window-sill, and serves no other 
purpose than to knock against or to be an eye-sore. A high tomb 
of local interest is banished; a piscina and a pictorial brass share 
the same fate. The font has not had its base restored, but the 
upper part has been erected on a plain slab: it was first fixed on 
alabaster, but afterwards that was exchanged for freestone. This 
church was well worth visiting; it has a chancel, nave, and one 
aisle. The arcade between the two latter is very good, of an early 
date, about 1200, with unique sculptured capitals, beautiful for the 
period. The scraping of the pillars, the renewing of the clerestory 
windows, and the plain benches are the most creditable of the 
late performances. The plastering of the walls we must excuse, 
it is presumed, on the plea of necessary economy. But our chief 
quarrel with the renovators remains to be told. We will not for a 
moment advocate rood-screens in new churches; but when they 
exist in old ones, and are most essential, as in this one-aisle small 
church, to give effect, they ought to remain. Hefe was one so 
exquisitely beautiful, that a person of cultivated taste, upon in 
specting it, would feel himself at a loss to find its equal. Tt is 
true that many pieces had been torn away, but enough was left to 
make a restoration easy. And what has been its fate ? It has 
been destroyed, and a few fragments have been used to patch up 
a modern pulpit.

Surely, if refined taste is to have any voice in England, and if 
archaeological societies are to be made useful, such usage of such 
a church ought to come under free animadversion and severe 
criticism. These statements have been given to induce the members 
of the society to devise an effectual scheme for the securing of 
competent advice for any church restoration that may be promoted 
in the district. Some practical agency should be constituted, and 
the clergy and churchwardens in the county invited to take ad- 
vanta'ge of it when occasion may arise.

A discussion of some length followed the reading of Mr. Wing's 
remarks, respecting the deplorable destruction committed of late 
years under the term of " Church Restoration," whereby so much 
that was valuable to the architect, the artist, the antiquary, and the 
genealogist, has been utterly lost to future generations; when it 
was resolved:—

"That whenever restorations of churches of this county are 
likely to be undertaken, it is desirable that communications should 
be made by members of this society to the secretaries, who are 
requested to communicate with the clergy of such parishes, and
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assure them that the society will be glad to give them any advice 
and assistance in their power."

It was further resolved: "That the thanks of this society be 
tendered to the Right Honorable the Earl Ferrers, the Rev. Dr. 
Pears, and G. Briscoe, Esq., for their courteous and hospitable 
reception of the society on their annual excursion on the 29th of 
July last."

The following gentlemen were elected members of the society: 
the Rev. W. A. C. B. Cave, Rector of Stretton-en-le-Field, and 
Messrs. Brigges, of King's Newton, and W. P. Cox of Leicester.

October 27th, 1857. 

THE REV. ROBERT BURNABY in the chair.

MR. THO. WARD exhibited a rubbing of the small brass effigy, 
with inscription, of Robert Willardsey, Vicar of Hillingdon, near 
Uxbridge, who died 13th March, 1424.

MR. V. WING exhibited two photographs of the west end of 
the church at Kirby Bellars, by Mr. Adcock, showing the new 
window, containing the memorial to the Rev. E. Manners, the 
design for which was produced at the last Meeting.

MR. THOMPSON laid before the Meeting a number of Anglo- 
Saxon antiquities from Saxby in this county, which he explained 
in the following Paper:

I HAVE pleasure in laying before the society to-day several relics 
of Anglo-Saxon antiquity. They consist of fragments of pottery, 
ornaments, and weapons, all illustrative of the condition and 
habits of our ancestors, and confirmatory of our previous know 
ledge on these subjects. The pottery consists of three jars, nearly 
complete, and of a portion of a fourth. They are of the common 
shape and rudely ornamented, exemplifying the homely taste of 
the Teutons, as we find it evinced by the Franks in Normandy, or 
by the German tribes of the Rhine and Switzerland. Here is no 
Roman elaborateness or sombre Etruscan fancy, but simply the 
point, the zigzag, and line of the Saxon. In outline only is there 
any pretension to elegance, and that is marred by the bosses around 
the lateral swell of the bulb. Some mystery yet hangs over the 
purpose of these vessels. Sometimes bones are found in them, 
the remains of the body after burning. At other times no such 
remains are discovered. From this it may be inferred they were 
frequently used for domestic purposes. No reason can be adduced 
whv they should not be so ordinarily, but in some cases be applied 
for- burial purposes. In other examples, the small size of the jars




